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Bellinger’s Case of Trismus Nascentium. 


natural appearance. Liver smaller than natural, anterior surface uni' 

iL? 11 " her , C ° Ver the front of tlle H«r- The size ofexcres 
nces varied from the bulk of a pea to that of a filbert. The internal 

0 Xra^ i ernatUral;eallbIadderandductinthec ommonstate 
Remark.-! am not aware of any interest proper to the special 
form of hepatic disease revealed in this case, other than its novelty 

rion an l7 S SSeCtl ° nS ’ disclosi,1 S multiform characters of conver¬ 
sion and degenerescence of the liver, I have seen no former instance 
of carunculatmn; nothing like the crop of fleshy tubercles which 

appear ££££%;X 

mTntToHheS ^ " C ° mm ° n “ ^ fr ° m “binary derange’- 
Baltimore, February, 1830. 


in whkh Tracheotomy was 
successfully performed By John Belungeh, M. D. of Charles- 

, S. C. Read to the Medical Society of South Carolina. 

On the 7th of May, I was requested by Mrs. G. one of the persons 
whose families had been confided to mveare by Dr Dirvcn • 

his late absence from our city and state to vSt t. S 

Samli ck 0 knr* u . U Slate » to visit her servant 

ner Lui Vl , 7 T * ° f twent J"four hours in labour with 

ner ei B hth child: being of a weak frame, and in delicate health un 

ZTten } t a f rm,nS , S r Pt ° mS ° fexhaUstion began to appear,’and 
the attendants demanded medical assistance. Having ascertained 

the presentation of the child, and the condition of the soft part and 
both being favourable to the administration of ergotI her a 
dose of the infusion, equal to fifteen grains. Its^effecfwas soon 
manifested by a revival of uterine action, which had nearly ceased 
The pa,ns were, however, feeble: in half an hour the dose was re- 
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peated; and in two hours the child was tr . 

untoward occurred;* both mother and rhil [ 7 dehvered - Nothing 

nar y treatment, and after the lapse of a vee'k^ PUt U . P ° n tlle ordi - 
continucd. a "eek, my visits were dis- 

in g °untrcliL”mu f r ‘xh? and found * Iabo - 

daj, “ the child wS5«? B e “° ther ; tlted that on the ninth 
istered, but it becomfng^worseTnd r^ r rCmC<IieS " ere admin ' 
treatment now pursued!“Tto» ♦. 7*’ \ Callcd in - 
castor oil; and afterwards to n-:L . le bo " eIs gently, with the best 
portioned to the age of the patie°nt T ', Vate ,^ solutl °n of opium, pro- 
Btanding, towards a fatal termination Vh'Tii pro S ressed notwith- 
line of what was its condiS“t^^^ h % U V b , rief ° u ‘- 
suck nor swallow; the muscles of tl,e°n llechdd could neither 

larynx fixed; spasms of the muscles of tl,e hr0a tT e risid; and the 

back, recurred, (by experiment with i T*’ C leSt ’ abdom,:n ’ and 
Baring these paroxysms the vein fr* 1 "*’) every ha|f minute. 
..rgO, and tb^Skd *"< tern, 

piration was perlhrmbd with mttch di££ ln “T' 
air produced a whistling sound The nulse w u "7 ,nn & the 
1 represented to the mother and mistress of thTln ^!^" 5 ' 

was rapidly approaching- hnr r»™ 1 • . , . C ” 1 ( ’ ^at death 

the wind-pipe, and thereupon explained to film'd t0 ° Pen 
jects of the operation Tl,„ P , , 1 them > t,le nature and ob- 

live, and wiZut much n J ' Vere b ° th an ™ US that tbe child should 
between ten and eleyel o’cTock'p’ IT^t? 7 FT**'' h " aS 
to operate, in the presence of IJ r 'll p p^ ‘ ru 1 pr0cecded 
laid across the lan of T° , , LOVER - The child being 

with a scalpel of the smallest P J- nenCe<I - stead ->' female assistant, 
was made over the inr ■ * '. ze ’ an incision, half an inch in length 

uy uoin winch we were assured <hif «i,_ 

^ The *» 

from this Olio, but bhc Ion toss blood in iwi Iid l>ee0 deputed of, 

W hether this were owinjr to the use „f« ^ >an anyformcr accouchtnent. 
Practitioners to decide: reasoning: apriorClZdiS ™ Clperienccd 
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exhaustion of the little patient, was considerable. After sponging 
the wound, a small cylinder of goose-quill was introduced into the 
opening made in the trachea; but being soon choaked with blood and 
mucus, was withdrawn, cleaned out, and replaced. This it was ne¬ 
cessary to repeat several times; and in consequence of the dimness 
of the light by which I operated, was always attended with difficulty, 
and occasioned mechanical irritation of the lips of the wound. The 
haemorrhage, however, soon ceased, the quill was no longer obstruct¬ 
ed, and the child breathed through it pretty freely. A remarkable 
change was now observed in the most prominent symptoms: whereas, 
it had previously been agitated by strong and frequent spasms, and 
during the operation, had been very much convulsed, our patient now 
lay motionless, and seemingly inanimate. By our glances, Dr. G. 
and myself, communicated to each other, our apprehensions. On 
touching the wrist, however, we found the pulse regular, and both 
slower and stronger than before the operation. We remained with 
it between two and three hours, and nothing worthy of notice oc¬ 
curred—save that during that time, it had not more than two returns 
of spasm. By day-break the next morning, I was informed that the 
child had passed a very quiet night, and that near morning the quill 
had fallen out. I visited it immediately, and from respiration being 
performed in a free and tranquil manner, did not think it necessary 
to replace the quill. The other symptoms also were alleviated, and 
tire child had eaten some thin gruel. On the next day, as was ap¬ 
prehended, manifest signs of laryngitis appeared. The bowels were 
opened with minute doses of calomel and castor oil; and then nau¬ 
seating doses of antimonial wine were given, and a narrow slip of 
blistering plaster, applied on each side of the larynx. The inflam¬ 
mation yielded readily' to this treatment; the child eat heartily; and 
in a few days was decidedly convalescent. 

My attention was now called to a prolapsus ani, which the mother 
said she had just discovered. The intestine of a dark chocolate co¬ 
lour, was prolapsed to the extent of some inches, and the nates were 
highly inflamed. The tenesmus was great, and a double inguinal 
hernia was soon the consequence of the incessant straining. Not¬ 
withstanding these discouraging circumstances, the child continued 
to mend, and now, three weeks since the operation, is still improv¬ 
ing. The hernia; remain, and the prolapsus, though not to so great 
a degree as at first, occasionally returns. 

Thus far the case was communicated to the Medical Society: I 
now subjoin the sequel of its history. 

On the 23d of June, exactly one month after the operation, I was 
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requested to visit the child, as it had . >. • 

complaint, and fever for two or three daS fiT”* T'" b ° Wel 
for it; but it died on that verv ni-dit 'D d ‘ d S0 ’ antl Prescribed 
body was obtained, and the followin'!, erroisslon to examine the 
by the parts concerned in the operafioi^Llht“PPMrances presented 
scarcely observable; the opening In,I i,, ex f ernaI cicatrix was 
portion of the larynx, between the ,1 • 7* m ? de ln 1,1 e men >hranous 

lower edge of cartilages, the 

brane of the wind-pipe was of l mle “ S ,° J the mucoU3 mem- 

running longitudinally, corresponded to thT’ -? d ,“ famt whIte line > 
cicatrix; no traces of "recent infl • * le Sltuatl0n of the external 

, i.v t , lna Zt m w„ Me . 
cessfully on a patient of Dr. II. C ri~° ° / U !^’ °P era ted unsuc- 

case, the following is a brief outline-°' t? ° , t .| e l ill3tor y of whose 

lock-jaw on the fifth day the mnthe i T / le chl d ' vas taken with 

not consent to the operations bein^W “‘‘T feUlale relatives would 
it was too apparent that deitl S ^ ormed, until the sixth, when 
few hours. They tht consentld TZ™* " the course of a 
above related. No material chTm! ’ ° perated as in the case 

operation was however strengthened^ althil ^| he advanta S a of the 

unfortunate. AVhen a violent ? 4lelssueof t,le casewas 

tion through the natural nassa^T^ 111 ° 3paSm occurred > respira- 
breathed through the quill Sith g^eat^rce 8 anTSo^ Chi ' d 

what has C been'repeatedly'demamf d t* * «*«*■ 

practice. By r.r b he 7“ ° f 

elusion, that death from hvdrnnhnK' ?’ been IeJ to the con- 

frequent closure of the glotds Th" 1°-'^‘° ned * “ ph J* a from 
wind-pipe suggested itself: and I had evenaBemSf' T™ 2 **“ 
practice on a hydrophobic patient t,„r / pt d to ,n stitute this 

engaged in preparin"- proofs and 7 • Rus “' Twas while 

opinion, that the ca^fof trismus “t; Z \ W su PP ort of the above 
under my care. I w^foreM^t’ in this ^tter, fell 

hited on the night of the 23d of Af"* 7 7 analo Sy which it exlii- 
li.vdrophobia.'just alfedcd .J'did ”° U 

- asss t rsa?~ 
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tions also, death is the consequence of frequent suspensions of respi¬ 
ration—the patients die from the same proximate cause, as an animal 
which is drowned, by being alternately plunged into, and drawn out 
of water.* 

Charleston, August 14/A, 1830. 


Art. VIII. Irritation of the Spinal Cord. By William Hitch, 
M. D. of Baltimore. 

TL HE persevering efforts of physiologists have at length succeeded 
in attaining pretty extensive credit to a few general propositions in 
relation to the nervous system. That all the operations of the animal 
economy, from the minutest movements in the secretory process, to 
the highest effort of reason and imagination, are dependent upon the 
agency of nervous influence, will, we believe, soon be regarded as 
an established doctrine in philosophical medicine; and, consequent¬ 
ly, the laws of the nervous system are the laws of life. The mecha¬ 
nical and chemical theories have left not a wreck behind—the princi¬ 
ple of life, or nervous influence, is acknowledged to be the point to 
which all observations should be directed. But of the internal nature 
of this important agent, its properties, mode of acting, or of bein'- 
acted upon, we are almost profoundly ignorant. A stimulus acts upon 
an organ—it performs its functions—this we see, but the part borne by 
this mysterious agent of life in the afTair, is totally veiled from view. 

The experiments of Charles Bell sustained by other "entlemen 
of his own country, and by ingenious observations and speculation of 
some of the continental physicians, have enabled us to make a slight 
advance towards a classification of the tery interesting phenomena 
of the nervous system. . In the first stage of their generalization they 
speak of the cerebro-spinal and ganglionic system; the former, pre¬ 
siding over the intellectual operations, voluntary and respiratory mo¬ 
tions, and all the functions of relative life; the latter, controllin"- or¬ 
ganic life, nutrition, absorption, secretion, &c. To the ganglionic 
system are referred all phenomena of inflammation. The cerebral 
system is again subdivided by Mr. Bell into symmetrical and irregu¬ 
lar; the former, consisting of thirty-one pairs of nerves with double 
roots, the fifth, sub-occipital, and the spinal, common to all animals, 
for the purposes of sensation and voluntary motion; the latter, dis¬ 
tinguished by single roots, superadded, according to the number and 
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